
 

 

 
P6/7 Class Newsletter 

Friday 26
th

 January 2018 

 

Dear Parents,  

 

This is going to be a busy term!  Over the next nine weeks P6/7 learning experiences will include 

the following: 

 

Literacy & English 

Reading & writing 

This term pupils will be learning about different types of higher-order questions so that they can 

create / ask better quality questions of their own.  P6/7s will also consider persuasion and fact and 

opinion in their core reading texts, research work and extended writing.  They will undertake 

independent, topic-related research throughout the term.  Pupils will combine information from 

several different sources, evaluating how useful and reliable the sources were, and listing them all 

in a bibliography. 

 

Spelling  
As usual, spelling patterns will be taught each Monday and practised throughout the week.  This 

term pupils will also be doing regular dictation work to practise our listening and spelling skills.  (A 

reminder that suggestions for spelling games are included in the inside back cover of homework 

jotters.) 

 

Listening & Talking 

Pupils will learn about the strategies and techniques used by effective speakers, including some 

techniques that are used to influence listeners, e.g. word choice, emphasis, tone and rhetorical 

questions.  They will practise sharing and justifying their opinions on a range of texts.   

 

Numeracy & Mathematics 

Addition and Subtraction 

This term all maths groups are returning to the concept of addition and subtraction, to improve the 

efficiency of their problem solving by learning new strategies.  This will involve using place value 

knowledge (partitioning,) rounding and compensating, revising the inverse rule, and using equal 

adjustments. 

Pupils are target setting for maths and numeracy in their profiles, and most of the class have chosen 

to improve a particular aspect of mental maths. 

 

Time 

Pupils will learn how to convert between 12 hour times and 24 hour times.  They will split times 

into minutes and hours so they can add them together.  They will also learn how to work out the 



duration of an activity, such as a journey or event.  This will help them to read and interpret 

information from various types of timetables. 

 

Health & Well being 
P7s Resilient Kids 

P7s will receive 5 sessions of the Resilient Kids programme this term, and another 3 sessions at the 

start of next term.  This programme helps children to prepare for the transition to secondary school.  

The programme uses discussion and role-play to help pupils to explore the different situations and 

emotions they might experience as they move into S1.  The P7s will work in groups of 8 with Mrs 

Laird and Miss Mullin. 

 

PE 

On Tuesday the P6/7s will have their final basketball session.  They will then move on to a block of 

learning about gymnastics – applying rhythm, flow and imagination in different situations.  Also, 

they are doing four weeks of Sports Leadership work, assisting the infant classes with their 

gymnastics lessons.  Please remember that PE kits can be kept in school. 

 

Substance Misuse 

After the February break, P6/7 will learn about the effect that a range of substances including 

tobacco and alcohol can have on the body, the mind and relationships. 

 

Outdoor Learning 

P6/7 will apply their problem solving skills in a range of outdoor situations this term.  On Monday 

5
th

 February we will be learning about structures with Sandra Reid from the Forestry Commission.  

She will teach the pupils about effective den building in the Craigmonie woodlands.  P6/7 will then 

have a chance to put their skills into action when they return to the woodlands later in the term 

(Monday 5
th

 March.)  Both these session will involve us setting off by 9.15am and spending about 

two hours in the woods.  Children should come to school wearing warm layers, waterproofs, gloves 

and sturdy footwear on both those days.  If you are able to help to supervise the children on either 

of those days, I’d be very grateful. 

 

Topic 1: Equality and Diversity  (January – February) 

By discussing stories, news reports, and video resources from “Show racism the red card,” P6/7 will 

start to explore, discuss and investigate multicultural Scotland and the impact of different forms of 

discrimination on people’s lives.  The learning intentions are very relevant to People in Society and 

Religious and Moral Education: 

 I can use evidence selectively to research current social, political or economic issues. 

 I can explain how the needs of a group in my local community are supported. 

 I can gather and use information about forms of discrimination against people in societies and 

consider the impact this has on people’s lives.  

 I can discuss issues of the diversity of cultures, values and customs in our society. 

 I am developing respect for others and my understanding of their beliefs and values. 

 I am increasing my understanding of how people come to have their beliefs, and further 

developing my awareness that there is a diversity of belief in modern Scotland. 

 



Modern Languages: French and Gaelic 

P6/7 have been learning the French words for different parts of the body.  See if they can sing 

“Têtes, les épaules, les genoux, les doigts de pied” (Heads, shoulders, knees and toes) or have a 

look for “Jean Petit qui danse” on Youtube.  It’s very catchy!     

 

As well as continuing to practise the words and phrases that have been taught so far, P6/7 will 

conduct research to find out about life in France, comparing it to their experiences of life in 

Scotland.  With support, they will start to use bilingual dictionaries and websites to find out relevant 

vocabulary.  They will then make a presentation about their chosen aspect of French culture and 

teach the rest of the class a few relevant key words or phrases. 

 

The children (and I) will also continue to have weekly Gaelic lessons from Mrs MacPhee.  We have 

learned introductions and feelings and now we are moving on to the days of the week.  The Go 

Gaelic website is an excellent resource to refer to: https://go-gaelic.scot/ 

 

Topic 2: Europe (March – April) 

In the last four weeks of term pupils will choose a European country (other than France) to study in 

more depth.  This will be a personal project culminating in a class presentation.  More details will 

be posted on the class blog nearer the time. 

 

Have a look at our class blog at: https://1718glenu67.wordpress.com/ 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Miss Kirstine Mullin 

P6/7 Class Teacher 

 

 

 

  Den Building Sessions: Monday 5
th

 February and Monday 5
th

 March  

 

Reply Slip 

 

  I am able to be a parent helper on Monday 5
th

 February. 

 

  I am able to be a parent helper on Monday 5
th

 March. 

 

Signed:________________________      Parent of: __________________________ 

https://go-gaelic.scot/
https://1718glenu67.wordpress.com/

